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ppalition  against  |];con(Iqoga, 


IN"  irro. 


.  "Who  took  Ticonderoga  ?"  is  the  title  of  an  ar- 
ticle which  Mr.  B  F.  DaCosta  asks  and  essays  to 
answer  in  the  December  number  of  The  Galaxy. 
His  special  aim  appears  to  be,  to  prove  that 
whatever  credit  attaches  to  the  ori2;ination  of  the 
plan  for  the  surprise  of  Ticonderoga  should  be 
given  to  "Colonel  John  Brown,  a  lawyer,  of 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,"  and  not  to  the  colony 
or  to  citizens  of  (Jonnecticut,  and  above  all  not 
to  Ethan  Alten,  "who  knew  nothing  whatever 
about  what  was  going  on,  and  was  finally  caught 
napping."  The  chain  of  evidence  is  linked  thus : 
Brown  wrote  from  Canada,  in  March,  1775,  to 
Samuel  Adams,  that  "Ticonderoga  must  be  seized 
as  soon  as  possible,  should  hostilities  be 
committed  by  the  King's  troops"  ;  and  added, 
"The  people  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  have 
engaged  to  do  this  business,  and  in  my  opinion 
are  the  proper  persons  for  the  job":    Samuel 


Adams  was  in  Hartford,  April  37th,  and  commu- 
nicated Brown's  "recommendation"  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  Connecticut :  the  governor 
and  council  thereupon  resolved  on  the  capture, 
and  despatched  a  party  of  men,  who  "moved  at 
once  to  Colonel  John  Brown"  and  "reportea  to 
him,"  which  "indicates  that  they  acknowledged 
his  agency"  :  and  then,  the  Connecticut  men, 
"in  company  with  John  Brown,"  kept  moving 
on  to  Ticonderoga  and  victory,— having  first 
"drummed  up"  Ethan  Allen. 

Mr.  DaCosta  professes  to  belong  to  that  "new 
school  of  history"  which  does  not  tolerate  "the 
unqusstioned  belief  of  every  vain-glorious  tradi- 
tion." In  the  ligtt  of  the  new  era,  he  is  "en- 
couraged to  go  back  to  an  old  questien,"  to  set 
right  the  erring  "multitudes  who  have  drawn 
their  historical  ideas  from  the  popular  but  super- 
ficial text-books."  And  in  the  discussion  of  this 
old  question,  he  has  contrived  to  give  an  account 
of  the  Ticonderoga  expedition  which,  in  the 
number  and  magnitude  of  its  errors  and  its  pau- 
city of  facts,  perhaps  surpasses  any  which  pre- 
ceded it.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Bancroft,  in  the 
half-dozen  lines  which  he  gave  to  the  origin  of 
this  expedition,  in  his  History  of  the  United  States, 
anticipated  three  or  four  ol  Mr.  DaCosta's  worst 
errors:  but  then,  Mr.  Bancroft  had  an  excuse 
which  later  writers  have  not.  Since  his  seventh 
volume  was  published,  the  Connecticut  Histori- 
cal Society  has  printed,  in  the  first  volume  of  its 


Collections,  a  number  of  "Papers  relating  to  the 
Expedition  to  Ticonderoga,"  including  the  Jour- 
nal of  Capt.  Edward  Molt,  one  of  the  comiiand- 
ers  of  the  party  despatched  from  Connecticut 
and  the  chairman  of  the  'Commifiee  of  War' 
chosen  by  the  volunteers,  and  a  letter  from  Col- 
onel (afterwards,  major  general)  Samuel  H.  Par- 
sons, to  Colonel  Joseph  Trumbull,  communicat- 
ing the  history  of  the  enterprise.  With  these 
documents  before  him,  and  after  diligent  study 
(as  his  citations  prove)  of  all  other  available 
sources  of  information,  the  Hon.  Hiland  Hall,  in 
his  recently  published  Early  History  of  Vermont 
.  (p.  199),  expresses  his  conviction  that '7/«e /jonor 
of  devimig  and  putting  in  motion  thefird  expedition 
to  seize  Ticonderoga,  belongs  to  some  influential  gen- 
tleman at  Hartford,  acting  on  their  individual  re- 
sponsibility.^'' 

Mr.  DaCosta,  per  contra,  rejecting  all  contem- 
porary evidence  except  that  of  an  anonymous 
letter-writer  of  Pi  tsfleld,  is  apparently  convinced 
that  the  Dlan  "was  arrapged  by  the  governor  and 
council;  Colonel  [./o/t«]  Bancock,  Mr.  [Hamuel] 
Adams,  and  others  from  our  {Massachusetts)  Prov- 
ince being  prese"^,"  and  acting  on  the  'recom- 
mendation' of  Colonel  John  Brown"  :  and  he 
assures  his  readers  that  "there  is  not  one  particle 
of  testimony  to  be  offered  to  thecontrary." 

Before  examining  in  detail  some  of  the  evidence 
on  which  Mr.  DaCosta  rests  his  judgment,  1 
will  introduce  Mr.  Bancroft's  version   of  the  af- 
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fair,  and  indicate  the  errors  which  it  has  in  com- 
mon with  Mr.  DaCosta's : 

"Oa  Saturday,  the  twenty-ninth  of  April, 
Samuel  Adams  and  HancocU,  as  they  passed 
through  Hartford,  had  secretly  met  the  governor 
and  council  of  Connecticut,  to  oromote  the  sur- 
prise of  Ticonderoga,  which  had  been  planned 
by  the  Green  Mountain  Boys." — Hist,  of  (J. 
States,  vol  vii.  p.  3o8 

The  facts  are,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  course  of 
this  article, — 

1.  That  the  plan  was  formed  on  Thursday,  the 
twenty- seventh,  and  men  and  money  actually  de- 
spatched from  Hartford,  for  the  surprise  of  Ti- 
cjuderoga,  on  Friday,  the  tjientyeifjhth  of  April, 
and  before  "'Samuel  Adams  and  Hancock  passed 
through  Hartford." 

2.  That  the  governor  and  council  were  not 
made  acquainted  with  the  plan  before  it  was  ac 
tually  in  process  of  execution. 

3.  That  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock 
knew  as  little  of  it  as  did  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil,— and  had  nothing  to  do  with  'promoting'  it. 

4.  That  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  though 
ready  and  willing,  as  the  event  proved,  to  engage 
in  the  enterprise,  had  no  part  in  jjlaiinivg  it,  and 
on  "Saturday  the  twenty-ninth  of  April"  they 
did  not  know  that  it  had  been  planned  at  all. 

And  now  for  Mr.  DaCosta's  account  of  "the 
beginning  of  the  work," — which  he  finds  in  Mr. 
Brown's  letter  from  Canada,  written  March  29th, 


1775,  to  which  I  have  already  a'luded  John 
Brown,  a  young  lawyer  who  had  recently  settkd 
at  Pittstield,  was  sent  by  the  Committee  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  to  Canada,  in  February,  1775.  to 
obtain  information  of  the  state  of  that  province 
and  the  disposition  of  its  people.  One  of  his 
guides  and  companions  from  Benningto..  north- 
ward, was  Capt.  Peleg  Sunderland,  an  active 
leader  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  declared  in 
outlaw  by  the  barbarous  act  of  the  New  York 
Assembly  of  1774,  and  whose  name  and  character 
were  well  known  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants.  (See  Hall's  Vermont,  194, 
469  )  At  Montreal,  Brown,  introduced  by  letters 
from  Boston,  communicated  wi^h  Thomas  Walker 
and  other  Canadians  inclined  to  rebellion,  and 
reported  what  he  had  sec  n  and  heard,  by  the  let- 
1er  before  mentioned,  lo  Samuel  Adams  and  Jo- 
seph Warren.  One  thing  he  mentioned,  as  "a 
profound  secret"  :  that  'the  fort  of  Ticonderoga 
must  be  seized,"  &c  ,and  thar  "the  ppople  on  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  have  etiffaged  to  do  this 
businexs.''^  Thomas  Walker  wrote  to  Boston,  at 
nearly  the  same  time,  to  the  same  effect.  See 
Force's  Am.  Archives,  4th  S.,  ii.  244 ;  and  Bancroft, 
Tii.  280.  Mr.  DaCosta  thinks  the  sugeestion 
must  have  come  from  Brown  himself,  because 
"the  only  'people'  he  had  anythintr  to  do  with 
weie  a  couple  of  old  hunters  who  ferried  him  hur- 
riedly down  Lake  Champlain,"  and  he  "had  no 
communication"  with  Ethan  Allen.  The  careful 
reader  who  learns  that  one  of  these  "old  hunters" 


was  Peleg  Sunderland,  who  had  been  appointed 
by  the  "Grand  Committee"  at  Bennington  to  ac- 
company Brown,  that  he  was  the  confederate  of, 
and  necessarily  in  frequent  communication  with, 
Allen  and  Warner,  and  that  he  was  out  on  this 
service  twenhj-nine  days, — will  not  require  other 
evidence  of  Brown's  opportunities  for  learning 
what  'the  people'  of  the  Grants  were  thinking 
about  and  prepared  to  undertake. 

"The  next  move  occurred  April  27th"  ;  when, 
says  Mr.  DaCosta,  "a  number  of  gentlemen  met 
with  the  governor  of  Connecticut  and  resolved 
on  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga." 

Oc  the  27th  and  2Sth  of  April,  Col.  Samuel  H. 
Parsons,  and  five  other  gentlemen — whose  names 
will  be  given  presently— "procured  money,  meu 
&c.,  and  sent  out  on  this  expedition,  without  any 
consultation  with  the  \^General\  Assembly,  or  others." 
fParsons's  letter  to  Trumbull.)  As  to  the  gover- 
nor—he wrote  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress, 
May  25,  that  the  wcrk  was  accomplished  "by  the 
united  councils  and  enterprise  of  a  number  of 

private  qentlemen without  public  authority 

to  our  ktmidedge."    {Am.  Archives,  ii.  706  ) 

"This  party  from  Connecticut  moved  at  once 
to  Colonel  John  Brown,  at  Pittsfield,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  advising  with 
him,"  etc.  Mr.  DaCosta  tells  us.  Their  com- 
mander, Capt.  Mott,  contradicts  this  statement. 
He  savs  that  he  was  informed  on  his  arrival  at 
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Hartford  that  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Romans,  who 
were  already  sent  off,  "were  gone  by  the  way  ot 
Salisbury,  where  they  would  make  a  stop,''''  and 
•'expected  a  small  number  of  men  would  join 
them."  There  Mott  found  them,  April  30th,  and 
the  next  day,  after  recruiting  a  few  men,  the  party 
left  for  "the  new  settlements  on  the  Grants." 
Instead  of  "moving  at  once  to  Colonel  John 
Blown,"  they  went  from  Hartford  straight  to 
Ethan  Allen's  old  home  a*,  Salisbury,  where  his 
brothers  Heman  and  Levi  were  living  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  DaCosta  twice  mentions  as  fact,  that  "the 
par'y  from  Connecticut  at  once  reported  to  Col- 
onel Brown."  This  fact  is  stated,  he  says,  by  a 
gentleman  who  wrote  frcm  Pittsfield,  May  4th, 
a  letter  which  is  "mos.  happily  preserved  in 
Force's  'Archives,'  series  iv.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  507." 
The  letter  referred  to  states  no  such  /«rt,— but 
says,  that  "the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut" 
were  "joinefZ  by  Col.  Easton,  Captain  Dickinson, 
and  Mr.  Brovm,^'— who,  by  the  way,  was  7iot  a 
Colonel,  and  had  at  this  time  no  military  rank 
Some  time  atterwards  he  was  appointed  a  major 
of  militia  and,  still  later,  commissioned  by  Con- 
gress as  lieutenant  colonel.  In  May,  177.5,  he 
was  practicirg  law  at  Pittsfield. 

"When  we  le  t  Hartford" — wrote  Capt.  Elisha 
Phelps,  an  officer  in  the  expedition — "our  or 
ders  was  to  repair  to  the  Grants  of  Aew  Hampshire 
and  raise  an  army  of  men.... We  went  to  Pitts 
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field,  and  Col.  Eastonand  Capt.  Douglass  joined 
us  with  about  60  men," — of  which  number  Mr. 
Brown  counted  one,  though  Capt.  Phelps  forgot 
to  mention  his  name.  (Conn.  Hist  Coll.,  i. 
174:,175.)  Capt  Mottsays:  "We  arrived  at  Col. 
Easton's,  in  Pittsfield,  where  we  fell  in  comjiany 
'With  John  Brown,  M^q  ,"  and  "we  concluded  to  make 
known  our  business  to  Col.  Easton  atidsaid  Brown.^'' 
Military  men  would  regard  this  as  a  very  uncere- 
moneous  way  of  'reporting'  to  a  superior 
officer! 

"Said  Easton  and  Brown  concluded  to  go  with 
MS,"  adds  Capt.  Mott ;  and  after  the  lort  was 
taken,  Ethan  Allen,  in  his  letter  to  the  Mas^a- 
chusetts  Congress,  specially  commends  the  good 
service  of  "John  Brown,  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law, 
who  was  also  an  able  counsellor,  and  was  per- 
sonally in  the  attack." 

Mr.  DaCosta  affirms  that  Brown's  recommenda- 
tion reached  Hartford  "through  no  less  a  person 
than  Samuel  Adams,"  and  he  tinds  "no  difficulty 
in  believing  that  Samuel  Adams  was  there,  April 
27th."  Let  us  examine  his  proofs,  which  he 
presents  as  follows : 

John  Adams,  who  left  Boston  for  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  several  days  a/ter  Samuel  Adams 
and  Hancock,  was  in  Hartford,  April  30th.  Eryo, 
Samuel  Adams  may  have  been  there  on  the  27th. 
Moreover,  his  biographer,  Mr.  Wells,  "who  had 
all  the  correspondence  in  his  possession,  distinct- 
ly testifies  that  that  patriot  was  at  Hartford,  April 
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27th."  Moreover,  again,  the  anonymous  gentle- 
man whose  letter  from  Pittsfield,  May  4th,  has 
been  so  "happily  preserved  in  Force's  Archives," 
"testifies  independently  on  the  same  point." 
And  here  he  rests  his  case. 

Will  it  be  believed  that  the  Avitnesses  whom 
Mr.  DaOosta  has  introduced,  "distinctly  testify" 
thai  his  statement  is  untrue?  Mr.  Wells,  "who 
had  all  the  correspondence,"  declares  that  Sam. 
Adams  and  Hancock  "set  out  from  Worcester  on 
the  twentij  seventh,''''  and  "were  at  Hartford" — 
not  on  the  twenty -seventh,  but -"o>t  </ie  twenty- 
ninth,  when  they  held  a  secret  meeting  with  Gov. 
Trumbull  and  the  council,"  etc  (Life  of  8.  Adams, 
ii.,  207-8  )  And  for  this  last  statement  Mr.  Wells 
cites  no  other  authority  than  Bancroft's  History, 
(vol.  vii  ,  p.  338,)  and  that  same  anonyinous  letter 
from  Pittsfield,  which  was  Bancroft's  only  author- 
ity, and  is  "happily  preserved"  to  be  used  again 
by  Mr.  DaCosta. 

The  story  of  the  "secret  meeting,"  at  which 
the  plan  for  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  was  ar- 
rangpd  at  Hartford,  "by  the  Governor  and  coun- 
cil ;  Colonel  Hancock  and  Mr.  Adams  being  pres- 
ent," has  no  other  foundation  whatever,  than  this 
Pittsfield  letter;  and  the  Pittsfield  letter  ex- 
pressly states, — and  Bancroft  repeats,  and  Mr. 
Wells  echoes  the  statement, — that  this  meeting 
was  held  and  the  "plan  concerted"  and  the  money 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  on  Saturday,  April 
29th, — the  day  after  Noah  Phelps  and  Bernard 
Romans  had  started  on  the  expedition,  with  the  money 
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in  their  pockets,  and  after  'Japt.  Mott  had  engaged 
to  follow  them  (if  he  had  not  actually  set  out) 
with  the  Hartford  volunteers,— all  in  pursuance 
of  a  plan  concerted  by  half  a  dozen  private  gen- 
tleman on  the  tweniy-seventfi  of  April. 

On^  more  error  corrected,  and  I  will  have  done 
with  Mr.  DaCosta's  proofs.  He  refers  to  a  letter 
addressed  to  General  Warren  to  Alex.  McDougal 
of  New  York,  April  oOth  "saying  that  it  had 
be  en  j9ropo.s(;(^  to  take  Ticonderoga  ;"  and  he  in- 
fers that  the  proposition  was  made  by  "Colonel 
John  Brown,"  "the  only  person  of  wtom  we 
have  any  knowledge  who  had  urged  this  uxjon 
Warren."  Not  so.  The  proposition  came  from 
Benedict  Arnold,  whose  letter  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Committee,  written  at  Cambrifige,  April 
30th,  may  be  read  in  Amer.  Archives,  series  4,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  450;  together  with  the  letter  thereupon 
dispatched  by  that  Committee  to  New  York. 

And  now  let  me  very  briefly  indicate,  in  order 
of  time,  the  facts  connected  with  the  origin  of 
this  enterprise,  to  which  (as  Gov  Hall  has  re- 
marked) "belongs  the  honor  of  compelMng  the 
first  surrender  of  the  British  flag  'to  the  coming 
republic'  " 

Colonel  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  of  Middletown, 
returning  from  Massachusettss  to  Hartford,  April 
26th,  177.5,  met  Benedict  Arnold,  then  captain  of 
a  company  of  volunteers,  on  his  march  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge.     At  this  interview  the  sur- 
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prise  of  Ticonderoga.  was  suggested.  Whether  the 
suggestion  firfet  came  from  Arnold  or  from  Par- 
sons is  not  certain. 

Parsons  arrived  ac  Hartford,  Thursday  fore- 
noon, April  27th.  The  same  day  he,  with  Col. 
Samuel  Wyllys  of  Hartford,  and  Silas  Deane  of 
Wetherstield  (a  delegate  to  the  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia), ^'flrst  undertook  and  projected  taking  that 
fort,  etc.,  and  ivith  the  assistance  of  three  other  per- 
sons, procured  money,  men,  etc."  See  his  letter 
to  Jos.  Trumbull,  before  cited. 

April  38th,  Friday,  these  six  gentlemen  bor 
rowed  from  the  colony  treasury,  on  their  own 
promissory  receipts,  £300.  These  receipts 
(printed  in  Conn.  Hist.  Collections,  1,  184,185,) 
are  signed  by  Parsons,  Wyllys,  Deane.Christopher 
Leflingwell  of  Norwich,  Thomas  Mumford  of 
New  London,  and  Adam  Babcock  of  New  Haven. 
The  money  was  delivered  to  Noah  Phelps  and 
Bernard  Romans, — who  were  authorized  to  draw 
for  more  if  needful, — and  who  started  immediate- 
ly for  Salisbury.  Later  in  the  day,  Cpt.  Edward 
Mott  arrived  at  Hartford,  was  informed  of  the 
expedition,  and  engaged  to  join  it.  ' 

April  29,  Capt.  Mott,  with  five  men,  left  Hart- 
ford in  the  afternoon,  for  Salisbury,  which  place 
he  reached  on  Sunday,  the  30th.  The  same  day, 
the  two  Adamses,  with  John  Hancock,  arrived 
■  at  Hartford. 

April  30.  Benedict  Arnold  proposed  the  cap- 
ture of  Ticonderoga  to  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mittee at  Cambridge. 
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May  1.  With  a  few  volunteers  from  Salisbury, 
Canaan,  and  elsewhere,  Capt.  Mott  and  his 
party  went  from  Salisbury  to  Pittsfleld,  where 
they  "fell  in  company  with  John  Brown,  Esq.," 
and  whence  ^Hhey  immediately  difipafched  a7i  express 
[Heman  AllenJ  to  the  intrejnd  Col.  Ethan  Allen, 
desiring  him  to  be  ready  to  join  them  with  a  party 
of  his  valiant  Green  Mountain  Boys."  (This 
last  fact,  we  iearn  from  the  Hartford  Courant  of 
May  22d.) 

May  2.  John  Adams  had  been  informed  of  the 
departure  of  the  expedition,  and  wrote  to  Jos. 
Palmer  at  Cambridge  :  "Certain  military  move- 
ments of  great  importance,  and  with  the  utmost 
secrecy,  have  been  set  on  foot  in  this  colony  of  Con- 
necticut, which  I  dare  not  explain,"  etc. 

The  subsequent  history  of  the  enterprise  I 
leave  to  the  investigation  of  those  who  have  a 
more  direct  interest  in  prosecuting  it.  Whether 
Ethan  Allen  "was  finally  caught  nspping,"  as 
Mr.  DaCosta  affirms, — and  had  to  be  "drummed 
up"  to  his  work,  is  no  business  of  mine.  I  hope 
that  the  author  of  the  "Early  History  of  Ver- 
mont" will  find  time  to  say  a  word  about  that 
matter;  and  I  am  confident  that,  with  him,  even 
that  "old  manuscript  recently  brought  to  public 
light  from  the  archives  of  Connecticut,"  will  not 
pass  as  "unqHestio7ied  proof  of  Allen's  delin- 
quency. 
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P.  S.— The  December  number  of  The  Oalaxy 
did  not  fall  iu  ray  way  before  Friday  last ;  and  it 
was  not  till  this  morning,  since  the  foregoing  ar- 
ticle was  written,  that  I  learned  that  a  reply  to 
Mr.  DaCosta's  article  had  been  published  by 
"G.  W.  B.,"  in  the  Bm-livgton  Free  Fress  of  De- 
cember 5th.  I  mention  this  reply,  in  this  place, 
only  to  account  for  my  omission  to  refer  to  it  in 
the  foregoing  paper, — as  I  should  have  done  had 
it  met  my  notice  earlier. 

January  4th,  1869. 
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